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A Reflection on Mitchell’s Essay
Mitchell’s essay expounds on the paradox that exists between the political instigated freedom vis-à-vis the societal economic suppression. In an attempt to bring out the contrasting liberty concepts, Mitchel draws a longer periodic comparison in the United States’ long walk to economic limelight. Although the essay is centered on the frames of factory job allocations to men and women, it also portrays the reasons why it is necessary to strive to achieve ideal economic standards in life. Mitchel discusses that a normal human being is not free from industrial entanglement until he can adequately fend for his family, afford decent and better health care even in his grey days. Federal laws such as those protecting women from working longer hours with meager wages are supposed to be implemented by employers and not challenged in courts like has been the case. The essay sums up by stating that economic liberty is the only form of human liberty that frees a man from shackles of hunger and all wants.
Reading through Mitchell’s essay brings back my childhood family experiences. As a child, it got easier to attach blames on parents for frequently not being around effortlessly. When asked, as a child, why I did not care so much about academics, my answer was simply closer to blaming my parents as they did not show me how to handle my homework. In my mind, they did not care and so, I did not.  Only until I started senior high school is when I realize my family’s economic status. Whereas dad was always away in the next town in a motor vehicle garage, my mum was elsewhere assisting as a domestic assistant in exchange for little pay. They were frequented with mails and notices of pending bills. At one point, I heard them asking each other what they would next with many eviction threats.
In conclusion, as Mitchell’s essay points out, economic underrepresentation is the cage that holds a workingman from attaining potentials of life (Mitchell, 1910). It is far worse if one works in unregulated informal work settings such as in coal processing plants or some hardware milling factory. The reasons why people somehow choose to challenge state enacted laws would not be too far from the fear of unknowns or fear of fresh starts when heaved with a family and expenses. For that reason, workers in these industries will continue to undergo exploitation at the expense of the families they choose to fend and protect.
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